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Pork skin processmg plant opens in Burgaw

By LAUKIE SANDRIIRG
—_—

Last week a park shin precessing
plant opencd within Burgaw's town
linits, making it the “new kid on
ihe block.” - ihie busimess bhick,
that is.

American Skins muaved from its

Krausy Lune fovation in Wikming-
ton, where it resided for over half a
century, Established in 1948 by
Wes Blnke, Sr. ns Wanet's Sausage,
ihe plant was originally a slauglicr.
Bowse and sausage imanufaciurer.

In 1972, Wes, Sr. sold the busi-
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ness to Mr. Krauss. In 1981, Mr,
Krauss sold back the business 1o
Wes, Sr., his brother, and his son
Wes Bloke, Jr. who began the busi-
ness of processing pork skins into 4
snack food.

“The business was not very prof-
itable,” said Wes Blake 11 who,
along with his sisicr’s husbanil, Les
Edwards, bought the business with
a group of Investars in 1991, "We
did most of the work oursclves, |
warked day shift and Los worked
nights.”

The brothees-in-liw did cvery-
thing necessary 10 keep the compi-
ny alive including cuning and coak-
ing 1he skins, baokkeeping and
payroll, even driving the trucks for
defivery,

I 1998, the two men bought out
the invesiors,

“We have heen blessed,” said
Wes, "We have made some deci-
sions which have proven to be suc-
cessful.”

Detween 1993-94, Dlake and Fid-
wanls ereafed 3 niche inarket, They
wenl to packagers and disteibuines

Thatled 1o a |.-u|;.:r southeastern
1, where they service priman-
Iy, but also prompicd sules 1o dis-
teibutors in New York, Chicago,
Philadelphia, nnd Teaus
Southera siates include Norih
Caraling, South Carolina, Virgin-
v, Georgin, and Florida
The new facility is on ihe sile
b formerly housed Lundy
Packing who vacaied in the mid
19905, Fire damage remained fram
the former owner and caused a major
cleanup and renovation effon un the
part of American Skins.

The new facility includes wo of-
fices, o receplion arcn, a eonference
taom, o large walk-in refrigeraor
with three exits,  cutting room
cooking room and shipping room

their plant in Adanin, Georgin -
Grandu's Bucon Rinds - 10 the Bur-
gaw location,
Phusse 11 will inelue additional of-
fices. o laboriory, and warchouse.
Amterican Skins has iminsferred 17
fayees from tieir former Wilm-
Ington plant and hired ihrec new em-
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St. Helena Council
meeting is in uproar

Uy JOHN WHITE

nominaie Polly Fields, a third-

Controversial appoiniment pro-
ceedings and angry complainis
from residents disrupled the Yillage
of St. Helena Councll mecting last
Thursday evening.

The appoiniment ta fill the va-
cated scar of Council Member Ja-
nice Alexander, who resigned cffcc-
uive immediately, sparked
contention when a petition sup-
forling a popular resident was de-
nicd consideration by the village
Boand

Ms. Alexander, who hud heid
her seat since February, cited her
reason for submitting a letler of
resignation as "l can beller serve
he commuaity in ather ways.”

Ms. Alexander's term of office
liad been shiouded in controversy
from the time of clecti

The proceeding to fill her seat
led 1o contraversy os a petition 1o

resident and retired
sthoel reacher, was denied by
Mayor Robert Barnhill on the
grounds that po prior notice was
given 1o the Council of ihe peti-
tion's presentation, and therefore,
would not be incorporated into the
meeting's agenda.

A policy and procedure discre.
pancy surrounded the time require-
meni used to dismiss Ms. Fields'

el

In o lenter fssued by Mayer
Barnhill 1o Council Members Jast
February, the mayor required all
discussion topics that wish to be
included on the ogenda to be sub-
miticd or called in by 5:00 p.m,
the Monday prior 1o the Council
mecting.

Mayor Barohill mainteincd that
his action 1o dismiss the petition
PLEASE SEE
"MAYOR'" P.8

Mobile clinic earns
County high praise

By JOHN WHITE

sence were ciied as teasens for the

Pender health clinies earned
high praisc for eccessible health
care (o residents 81 the recent
Pender Caunty Board of Health
ficcting.

In particular, the Board singled
out the Mobile Medical Clinic as
having the most improved coun-
ty-wide health coverage, while ca-
tering 10 the needs of low income
families

Overall, the health clinics have
increased patient care doubling
from 9,000 in 1996 10 18,000
last year.

Population growth and conven-

increase - the creation

of the Mobile Medicol Clinic

three years ago. The unit provides

necessary primary and preventive
care,

“Mabile wnits arc ideal for low
income people by way of conven-
fence and cost,” said Dr. Jack
Griffith, Pender County Health
Dircctor,

The clinic is effective in pro-
viding on-site care as well as
screenings for Diabetes,
blood pressure, cholesierol,

PLEASE SEE
"CLINICS" P.3

Burgaw Postmaster appointed

By LAURIE SANDUERG

The laughed and

When Barry Klingel began his
career with the United Sinies Postil
Service (USPS) in 1976, the past-
naster inwerviewing him asked him
wliat kind of juh fw wanted

U1 want your job,”
young. hrash Kl

said then

hired b s & window cltk,

Dut over the years, Klingel
peoved himsell vue to s words and
worked his way up the Indder, fram
clerk 1o supervisor, then afficer-in.
charge, und ultimatcly to the pusi-
tion of Postmasicr.

Priority Mail

Stone ry Construciion
constructed tie building ond included
enough space to sccommodate ex-
panued work space for Phase 11 of 1
filan by Blake and Edwards 1o move

g — e

SERVICE WITH A SMILE - New Burgaw Postmaster,
postal putrons as purt of his dutics at the window,

Borry Klingel, happily
Klingel has served the residents of

Today, Klingel holds his new
position as Posimaster of the Bur-
gaw past office.

Originally from Yark County,
FPennsylvania, Klingel moved 1o
Wilmingion in 986 where he

PLEASE SEE
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Phote By Lawrls Sandberg
awaits

Bargaw us Officer-In-Charge for the past four months as well s ten years ago,
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Ihursday, August 3, 7:00 p.m. has been cancelled,

The Pender County Board of Commissioners will

meet Monday, August 7, 10:00 a.m., at the Public Library
in Burgaw.

Pender County Board of Education will hold their
regular meeting Thursday, August 10, 7:00 p.m.

The Pender County Long Range Planning Com-
mittee will meet Monday, August 14, 7:00.9:00 p.m.

Ihe Cape Fear Area United Way i recruiting volun-
‘eers to contact Jocal companies and assist with presenta.
tions. Training provided and required. Call Siohhan Juck-
man at 251-5041,

NDER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

he Pender County Board of Commissioners will tour
Penderlea Water System following their regular 10:00
. Board meeting as follows:

DAY: Monday
DATE:  August 7, 2000
PLACE: Penderlea Elementary School

82 Penderlea School Road
Willard, NC 28478

Martin Beach, Clerk to the Board

"*FREE COMPOSTING BIN**
lid Waste Reduction: Pender County

der Counly has received a solid waste reduction grant to
'urage composting certain types of wasle. Residenis are
2d 1o allend the follewing compesling class and receive a
composting bin.

len: Thursday, July 27, 2000 from 7:00 p.m, until 9;00 p.m.
Where: Hampslead Community Center,
Hwy. 17, Hamplead, NC
e isl limited so please call Kathy Raberson in the County
ager's Office a1 (310) 259-1278 10 reserve your place,
Marlin Beach
Clark to the Board
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tie Cromanie 1

ly ServicePlus, Inc., a for-profit

of electric, propane, heat pumps,

.Youth soccer volunteers
will meet this Thursday

BURGAW - Coachies, nssistant
coaches, would-be coaches, ard ot
er volunteers for the Pender Youth
Soccer Association will meet this
Thursday night, July 27, 1o plan for
the fall 2000 recreational soccer sca-
son.

"We urge all persons interesicd
in helping us have a successful pro-
gram for our kids this fall 1o attend,”"
silid program leader James Franklin.

The meeting will be held at 7:00
p.nn i the Pender County Agricul-
ture Building an South Walker
Sureet in Burgaw,

The Pender Youti: Soceer Asso-
ciation provides recreational soceer
apportunities for clememary age
children and provides a club soccer
program for middle school age
vouths,

Potential volunteers who need
more information may cal) Frank-
lin nt 259.5336,

Youth registration for the pro-
granvis planned for Sawurday, Au-
pust 12,

“Uiilities must diversify in the b

: R YO o ube e A
rulurc'en nrdc_r 10 he 3UCLC5.\fu|\:)ld Aasito Serel?
paradigms will no longer work. Complt amenLe cosfinderd;
Four County ServicePlus, Inc. 24 horas, de atadan, b prop

is also an Internet provider with
over 1200 customers,

haopailija pard suprotecs on
1:800-259-8887 (Uama
)

After-school
program opens

A new program providing after
schoal care for children is sel to
begin Thursday, August 3,

Victory Baptist Chureh, locared
al 12646 US Highway 117 South
in Rocky Point, has hegun o pra-
gram for sehool aged children.

If you would like more infor-
mation or would like 10 register

your child for this program, please
call 6751511,

Clinics serve county con. from p.z

ather health risks,

Children probably receive the
most benetits from the traveling
units. Out af 2,899 patiens treated
Last year, 50 percent of them were
aged 10 or under.

Head Start progratns and day
care centers are often visited to
serve children’s hiealtl nevdls.

In other husiness, the Board
diseussed overcrowding at the
county Animal Shelter and s
lack of resources,

Despite the faet that the shelter
helds animals Tor adoption as
long as pussible, 78 percent were

cuthanized - over 1100 animals,

Currently, 60 animals are
available for udoption,

The Board recommended that
arca velerinarians provide afforda-
ble spay and neuter costs and
hopes 1o find some vererinarians
willing to volunteer their services
10 Animal Conirol,

The Pender County Animal
Shelter is apen Monduy-Friday,
1:00-4:00 p.m. Contawt informa-
tion is handled through the Pender
County Health Department o
RAVRREEN
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ployees from Burgaw. )

The company plans o transfer a
number of cimployees Irom heir Ar-
lanta plant by the beginning of next
year, when they hope 1o have com-
pleted Phase 1. Avihe completion of
Phase 11, additional Burgaw employ-
ees will be hired.

In accondance with state and lederal
regulations, the United States De-
partment of Agricullure (USDA)
aiataing an olfice and files on site.

USDA inspector Jason Kelly was
an hand Tast week to complete all the
pre-operational provedures necessary
to start cooking and packing opera-
tions on Tuesday, July 18,

Kelly will be an site o fess than
three or Tour days per week o ensure
the plant is following USDA health
regulutions,

"This is o wonderlul facility,” suid
Kelly. "IUs the newest une in the en-
tire state”

Stare-of-the-ant equipment hay
heen installed 1o ensure safety and
cleantiness. Non-skid Doors, blue
lights (which kill Ries and inseets),
eye-wish stations, and hand-wash
stations are strategically placed 1o re-
duge eimployee aceidents and increase
sanitary conditions,

Neighboring residents need not
worry about a malodorous siench
coming from the plant,

The cooking process will pravide
the swell of cooking bacon which
shoubd not be affensive.

The pork skins will be packaged
in 50 pound boxes which will then be
sent to distributors 1o package and
send to retailers,
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"WO ARE EXACTLY ALIKE?

Burgaw, North Carolina 28425

READY TO START COOKING are Wes Blake (L) and Les Edwards, co-owners of American Skin,
LLC. Scheduled to open July 18, tha Burgaw plant, located on industrlal Drive, will cook and supply
pork rind pellets to panies The pell which have a shelf lite of approximately
three ynau are processed Into pork rinds. Edwarda and Blake closed thelr Wilmington plantwhich
was no longer large enough to meat thelr needs. Opening the Burgaw faclilty, which consists of
20 employeas, complates phase | of the praject. Phase li plans, which Include closing their Georgla
plant and finlshing Burgaw cor are scheduled for lation by year's end. At thattime

the plant will total'app ly 38,000 sq feet in slze and ;mploy 40-50 paople, (Steff photo
by Karin Parker)

Eﬂ! Beach Town Meeting -

Dawson s Creek Gets Okay
to Film in Topsail Beach

Ph. 910-259-2504
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by Muriel St. Jobhn
Staff Writer

Granvilte Productions of Wilm-
Ington, producers of the TV serial
“Dawson’s Creek,” was granled
permission last Wednesday vy tne
Topsall Beach Board of Cainmis-
stoners Lo film portlons of upcom-
Ing scencs in Topsail Beach.

Pending permission of indl-
vidual propertv owners. the film-

up procedures alter a hurricane.

Bergman also introduced Sam
Altman. the Town's new Butlding
Inspceelor,

Commissioncr Jack Barnes
noted that $5,500 worth of trash
cans was losl alter Hurricane
Floyd because they had nol been
secured. He emphasized that
homcowners are responsible for
sceuring thelr irash can{s).

Wednesday, July 19, 2000
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A Wild Saturday Night

DWI Driver Leads 100 m.p.h.
Surf City Chase, Crash

A Dunn man has been ar-
rested on 12 different felony and
misdemeanor charges and failed
undler $50,000 bond after lcading
Surf City police on a high speed
chase and causing damage lo two
town police cars in a weekend
incident.

James Grant Norris, 19,0f 711
Alderman Mill Road. Dunn, was
charged with felony bit and run.
assault on a government official
with a deadly weapon, careless
andreckless driving. drivingwhile
impaired. dammage to town prop-
erty, and speeding 100 m.p.h. in
225 m.p.h. zone following the Sat-

" urday night-incident. Norrls was
also charged with possesslon of
marijuana, posscssion of drug
paraphernalia, underage posscs-
ston of alcohol, driving with a pro-
vistonal license, felony speeding
1o clude police, and failure o stop
for a blue light and siren.

The incldent began at 10:45
p.m. Saturday night when Surl
City poliee officer Jimmy -South-
crly stopped the 1996 Chevrolet
pickup being driven by Norris on
Roland Avenue in Surl Clty on
suspicton of driving while (m-
patred.

ANer Officer Southerly gal oul of
his vehicle and approached the
plckup. Norris pul his vehicle in
gear. made a U-turn on Roland.
and fled en Hwy. NC 50 across
the Surf CHy bridge al a very high
rale of speed. Officer Southerly

Safe Haven
Children to

by Karin Parker
Stalf Writer
-1 was so afraid of my husband.
that | wmlldn( cven s:r'\ich nly

got in his patrol car (o pursue,
and called in the pursull ta
Pender County dispatceh. Surf City
officer Hilda Flores. who was trav-
cling in the opposite direction on
NC 50, Joined the pursult some
distance behind the suspect and
OlRcer Southerly.

The suspect vehicle's speed,
accarding to the pursuing officer,
rcached 100 m.p.h. When Norris®
vebicle reached Holly Ridge, Holly

Ridge police officer Michael
Meacham also joined the pursuit.

Wesl of Holly Ridge. the flecing
suspec! made a U-turn and turmed
back toward Holly Ridge. Officer
Southerly also U-tumed and re-
suined the pursuil. As Norris ap-
proached Officer Flores, he crossed
ihe cenler line into her lane. Un-
certain of the lane he was going lo
use, Officer Flores finally stopped
her vehicle just over the center
linc la reduce (he potential impact
specd of a colllslon,

Norris’ vehicle hit Officer Flores®
vehicle head-on, causing a head
njury (o the officer, activating her
vchicle alr bags. and causing
heavy damage to the vehicle. He
then placed his vehicle ins Teverse,
but was boxed in by the patrolcar
driven by Officer Southerly, which
made impact with the rear of the
pickup.

The suspect then fled on foot
toward a wooded area, ignoring
Officer Southerly's orders to
“freczc” and “siop.” As Norrls ap-

proached the wooded orea, he
turned back abruptly toward the
pursuing officers (Southerly and
Meacham). Suspecting the pres-
ence‘of a weapon. Officer South-
erly fired two rounds from hls
service weapon.

The suspect then ran Into the
woods, where he was tackled and
arrested by Officers Southerly and
Mcacham The suspect was

t New H

Medical Center for a b]oody nose
and sore ribs, sustained In the
automobile collisfon, in which hec
was nol wearing a seat belt. After
treatment, he was released again
to Surf City police. Officer Flores
was also treated at New Hanover
Reglonal's emergency room for a
concussion and released.

The suspect was taken be-
fore amagistrate and ordered held
under $50,000 secured bond on
the pending charges. He was
transported to the Pender County

jall.
i An Investigator with the State
Bureau of Investigation was re-
quested to assist in review of the
incident because of the officer's
discharge of his weapon. The ve-
‘hicle acctdent - in which the ta-
\resu,g,ul.lon was handled by the
state Highway Patrol - and the
weapon discharge.are both being
reviewed Intemally in the Police
Departmenl In accordance with
normal procedures.

Enables Women and
Escape from Violence

Another survivor interjected, "1
was so unsure of myself, if you
asked me If | wanted chocolate or
vanlilin (cecream, | couldn't tell

where | could live until | could get
on my feet.”

“I thought theyd bring you in
that night and throw you out that



